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As you are well aware, physicians and healthcare
professionals are experiencing extreme pressure and stress
during this COVID-19 pandemic. If you are struggling and
need assistance, please take care of yourself and take
advantage of wellness programs in your area.

In some areas of the state, it may be difficult to find locally-
based resources for physicians. The IMA Foundation is
happy to announce that it is assisting the Ada County
Medical Society (ACMS) in expanding the ACMS Physician
Vitality Program (PVP) statewide, as a resource for any IMA
member in Idaho (including PAs and NPs who are IMA
members).

PVP provides no-cost, confidential and anonymous
counseling services tailored to healthcare professionals;
these services are accessible through telehealth. This is a
temporary expansion that we hope will help physicians
throughout Idaho who are struggling during this crisis.

Visit bit.ly/PhysicianVitality to learn more about PVP and take
advantage of this wonderful resource.

 
View this email in your browser  

http://bit.ly/PhysicianVitality


The IMA Foundation has committed to donating $10,000 to
this cause and is actively working with local medical societies
to increase access to these resources.

 
 

Visit the IMA Coronavirus Resource Page for
updates and resources for Idaho physicians

Also, follow the IMA on Twitter and like us
on Facebook to get the latest COVID-19

updates

 
The Idaho Medical Association Welcomes New
Members
A warm welcome to these physicians who have recently
joined the IMA:

Glenn R. Leavitt, DO, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Idaho
Falls
Daniel Madsen, MD, Radiology, Idaho Falls
Karissa D. Keenan, MD, Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Boise
Andrew D. Cooper, DO, Physical Medicine, Idaho Falls
Austin Myers, MD, Physical Medicine, Pocatello
E. Joseph Kent, MD, Pain Medicine, Post Falls

[Back to Top]

 
Idaho Insurance Companies Waive COVID-19
Cost-Sharing
On April 10, 2020, the Idaho Department of Insurance (DOI)
announced that all five major Idaho health insurance carriers
are now waiving cost-sharing for both COVID-19 testing and
treatment. These carriers include Blue Cross of Idaho,
Regence Blue Shield, SelectHealth, Pacific Source, and
Mountain Health Co-Op.

Insurance COVID-19 Updates:

Blue Cross:
- Extends timeline for appeals and waives cost-sharing for
telehealth and testing/treatment of COVID-
19: bit.ly/BlueCrossUpdate 
Regence Blue Shield: bit.ly/RegenceCOVID-19
- Updated the list of administrative services only groups that
are covering virtual services the same as in-person visits and

http://miec.com/
https://www.idmed.org/Idaho/Idaho_Public/Resources/Coronavirus.aspx
http://twitter.com/IdahoMedAssn
http://www.facebook.com/Idaho.Medical.Association/
http://bit.ly/BlueCrossUpdate
http://bit.ly/RegenceCOVID-19


provided instructions for verifying patients’ telehealth benefits
- Created a page specific to BCBS FEP COVID-19 updates

PacificSource Updates

Select Health Updates

United Healthcare:
- Allows audio-only telehealth: bit.ly/UnitedHealthUpdate
- Waives cost-sharing for
telehealth: bit.ly/UnitedHealthCostSharing
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Pre-order the 2020 IMA Directory of Idaho
Physicians
It’s time to pre-order your complimentary 2020 IMA Directory
of Idaho Physicians!

ORDER HERE!

We are happy to provide the Directory as a free IMA
membership benefit; you can also order additional copies for
a discounted price of $40.

We encourage all members to update their IMA profile so
that the directory includes your most current address, phone,
etc. Log in to your profile at idmed.org to make updates.

[Back to Top]

 

IMA Education Webinar Series
Wednesday, April 22, 12:15 – 1:30 pm (MT)

Challenges and Changes Series: Second quarter updates and COVID-19 coding
challenges (1 CEU)

Register today to join IMA Reimbursement Director Pam Fischer, CPC, COC, CPMA,
CRC for the next webinar, Risk Management: Documentation risks as identified by a
liability carrier, featuring guest speaker Kathy Kenady with MIEC (1 CEU). A registration
form is available at idmed.org. Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or
rebecca@idmed.org.

This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of
Professional Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of
prior approval in no way constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program
content or the program sponsor.

[Back to Top]

https://www.pacificsource.com/providers/
http://bit.ly/SelectHealthUpdate
http://bit.ly/UnitedHealthCostSharing
http://bit.ly/IMAdirectory
http://idmed.org/
https://www.idmed.org/Idaho/Idaho_Public/Events/Event_DetailCore.aspx?EventKey=2020WEBED
https://www.idmed.org/Idaho/Idaho_Public/Events/Event_DetailCore.aspx?EventKey=2020WEBED


 
HHS Delivers Initial $30 Billion of CARES Act Provider Relief Funds
The IMA and other national medical and specialty societies called on the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to ensure that physicians were
included in the first round of CARES Act disbursements. IMA is pleased that HHS has
now decided to provide these funds.

HHS is immediately distributing $30 billion – with payments arriving via direct deposit
beginning April 10, 2020 – to eligible providers throughout the American healthcare
system. These are payments, not loans, to healthcare providers, and will not need to be
repaid. These funds are part of the CARES Act which provides $100 billion in relief funds
to hospitals and other healthcare providers on the front lines of the coronavirus
response.

Who is eligible for initial $30 billion
- All facilities and providers that received Medicare fee-for-service (FFS) reimbursements
in 2019 are eligible for this initial rapid distribution.
- Payments to practices that are part of larger medical groups will be sent to the group’s
central billing office.
- All relief payments are made to the billing organization according to its Taxpayer
Identification Number (TIN).
- As a condition to receiving these funds, providers must agree not to seek collection of
out-of-pocket payments from a COVID-19 patient that are greater than what the patient
would have otherwise been required to pay if the care had been provided by an in-
network provider.
- This quick dispersal of funds will provide relief to both providers in areas heavily
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and those providers who are struggling to keep
their doors open due to healthy patients delaying care and canceled elective services.

Click here for more information about how payments are disbursed and what to do if you
are an eligible provider, 

[Back to Top]

 
$34 Billion Accelerated/Advance Payment Program Expansion
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has delivered nearly $34 billion in
the past week to the health care providers on the frontlines battling the COVID-. The
funds have been provided through the expansion of the Accelerated and Advance
Payment Program to ensure providers and suppliers have the resources needed to
combat the pandemic.

The streamlined process implemented by CMS for COVID-19 has reduced processing
times for a request of an accelerated or advance payment to between four to six days,
down from the previous timeframe of three to four weeks.

Click here to view the accelerated/advance payment process fact sheet and information
on how to submit a request.

[Back to Top]

http://bit.ly/HHSFunds
http://bit.ly/AdvancedPayment


 
IMPAC Supports Candidates in Primary Election
Idaho’s 2020 primary election will be held on May 19, 2020. This election is pivotal, as it
will determine many new legislators throughout the state. The Idaho Medical Political
Action Committee (IMPAC) is pleased to provide its endorsement and support for dozens
of candidates, please see this full list of candidates HERE. 

We encourage you to vote in the upcoming primary election to ensure the voice of
Idaho’s physicians is heard. Due to COVID-19, you must cast your ballot through the
mail, please request your absentee ballot HERE. 

If you have not already done so, we urge you to consider contributing IMPAC. This
election WILL change the face of politics in Idaho. Please visit idmed.org to make your
IMPAC donation.

[Back to Top]

 
Survey: COVID-19 Impact on Physician Practices
There is an urgent need to reach out to our state and national government officials to
convey the current state of distress in physician practices.

The IMA and the Medical Group Management Association (MGMA) want to expand the
reach of data collection to physician practices in the northwest. Click HERE to respond
to the survey by Friday, April 17. The survey takes less than five minutes to complete.
Your input will allow us to get our message out, with meaning.

[Back to Top]

 
ICD-10-CM Diagnosis Coding for COVID-19
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) released its ICD-10 guidelines
for COVID-19, using the newly adopted code U07.1. You can find the CDC’s guidance
here.

The information shows an effective date range from April 1, 2020 through September 30,
2020. This guidance tells us that “confirmation” does not require the coder to personally
see a positive test result or even to know the type of test performed. The provider’s
personal documentation that the individual has COVID-19 is sufficient.

Presumptive positive cases of COVID-19 should also be coded as confirmed. This type
of positive test is one that was done at the local or state level but has not yet been
confirmed by the CDC. The agency no longer requires that it confirm a state or local test
in order to assign a definitive diagnosis of COVID-19. However, if the provider’s
documentation uses words like “suspected,” “possible,” or “acts like,” do not assign
U07.1. In that case, you are to report diagnosis codes corresponding to the signs and
symptoms that prompted the patient to present for the visit.

In terms of sequencing, if the new COVID-19 code meets the definition of a principal
diagnosis, it should be listed first, followed by the appropriate codes for associated
manifestation(s), except in the case of obstetrical patients. For these cases, see Section
I.C.15.s of the ICD-10-CM guidelines for instructions.

http://bit.ly/IMPACendorsements
http://idahovotes.gov/absentee-request/
http://www.idmed.org/Idaho/Idaho_Public/Membership/Idaho_Medical_Political_Action_Committee__IMPAC_.aspx
http://bit.ly/PhysicianImpactSurvey
http://bit.ly/ICD-10guidelines


Read the complete guidelines here.
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New COVID-19 CPT Codes
New Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®) codes have been created that streamline
the novel coronavirus testing currently available on the United States market.

The new Category I CPT codes and long descriptors are:

86328: Immunoassay for infectious agent antibody(ies), qualitative or semiquantitative,
single step method (eg, reagent strip); severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2
(SARS-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19])

86769: Antibody; severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2)
(Coronavirus disease [COVID-19])

The new codes are effective immediately. For more information on these codes and to
view the CPT assistant guides visit here.

[Back to Top]

 
CMS Updates Guidance on Billing for Telehealth
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) will now allow for more than 80
additional services to be furnished via telehealth.

According to Noridian, when billing professional claims for non-traditional telehealth
services with dates of services on or after March 1, 2020, and for the duration of the
public health emergency, you should bill with the place of service (POS) equal to what it
would have been in the absence of a public health emergency, along with a modifier 95,
indicating that the service rendered was actually performed via telehealth. This is
different than previous guidance to bill with a POS of 02. Claims billed with a POS of 02
will be paid at the facility rate.

Noridian has advised that claims for professional services already submitted with a POS
of 02 can be corrected via the self-service Noridian Medicare Portal or by calling the
telephone reopenings line at (855) 609-9960. This allows providers to correct clerical
errors or omissions without having to resubmit or request a formal appeal.
As a reminder, CMS is not requiring the CR modifier on telehealth services.

Traditional Medicare telehealth services professional claims should reflect the
designated POS code 02-Telehealth, to indicate the billed service was furnished as a
professional telehealth service from a distant site. There is no change to the facility/non-
facility payment differential applied based on POS. Claims submitted with POS code 02
will continue to pay at the facility rate.

[Back to Top]

 
Medical Practice Opportunities

http://bit.ly/ICD-10guidelines
http://bit.ly/NewCPTcodes


Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certified/eligible family
physician to work in APPOINTMENT BASED FAMILY PRACTICE clinics in Boise,

Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.

Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone calls.
 Hospitalist coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that handles most of

our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell offers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician support
and a very competitive compensation package. For more information, contact Becky

Nelson at becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classified Advertisement, please
contact:

Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 208-344-7888 or

by email amika@idmed.org.
 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events

April 22, 2020
IMA Education Webinar - Challenges and Changes Series: Second quarter updates and

COVID-19 coding challenges (1 CEU)

Additional information and registration forms for seminars 
are available at www.idmed.org.

 

Idaho Medical Association
P.O. Box 2668, 305 West Jefferson, Boise, ID 83701

Phone: (208) 344-7888 - Fax: (208) 344-7903 - Email: mail@idmed.org

Click here to choose the types of mailings that we send to you. 
Click here to Unsubscribe.
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